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Looking ahead this week… 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

RS: Wages 
HU: No rate change 
SK: PPI, Current 

Account 

HU: Unemployment  
CZ: No rate change 
HR: Retail Sales 

SI, PL: Inflation 
RS: Industry, Retail Sales, 

Trade Balance 

Click for: this week’s detailed releases/events, market forecasts, macro forecasts 

The upcoming week offers more than the previous one. We will have the Hungarian central bank deciding on 
rates, and while the policy rate will surely remain 0.9%, the more interesting question is the cap on the 3M deposit 
facility and new GDP and inflation forecasts. As for the deposit facility, we think the new target for end-2Q17 will 
be lowered to HUF 500bn from the HUF 750bn earmarked for end-March. The Czech central bank will also have 
a rate setting meeting on Thursday, and while we do not expect an exit from the FX commitment just yet, markets 
could be nervously watching the rate decision. Romania could issue EUR 200mn to the local market on Monday, 
reopening an issue maturing in 2021 (the auction last year saw a yield-to-maturity of around 1%), and Serbia will 
see the first round of presidential elections on Sunday, April 2. Although current PM Aleksandar Vucic is a sure 
winner, it can easily happen that a second round of voting will be needed, two weeks later. 

In case you missed it last week… 
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 S&P affirmed sovereign credit rating of Croatia at ‘BB’ with 
a stable outlook 

 Czech president said it is no secret that FX commitment 
would be abandoned in 1H17, possibly earlier 

 Slovak government would like debt-financed investments 
excluded from debt legislation limits 

 Poland now covered more than 50% of financing needs 
with PLN 5bn of papers sold last week 

 Gross wages grew 10% y/y in February in Hungary, current 
account surplus reached 4.9% of GDP in 2016 

 For other events last week, please check respective 
countries: HR, CZ, HU, PL, RO, TR, SI, SK, SR 

 

 

On Radar 

When trying to ascertain the outlook for private investments, it is hard not to bump into EU funds, which is very 
much a help to private capital formation as well, and not just to public investments (which are also strongly reliant 
on EU funds). Therefore, we have good news, given that EU funds are to pick up this year, after last year’s notable 
slowdown. EU funds are positive in that they provide 'automatic funding' on the capital account, reducing external 
financing needs and thus the riskiness of such growth. The longer-run effects of EU funds are more mixed, 
however, given that investments funded in such a way may be sub-optimal in terms profitability and long-term 
sustainability vs. other forms (we did not forget the notable exception of domestic public funding, of course). 
Countries may report 2-8% increases in private investments in upcoming years (with Serbia and Croatia having 
the highest figures), which could be a moderate uptick from last year. The GDP share of private investments may 
only slightly increase this year, but economies in the region are expected to be boosted by private consumption as 
well. The picture also underpins why we expect a relatively minor deterioration in current account balances, with 
the average current account balance still mildly in positive territory in CEE in 2017, with only a slight worsening vs. 
2016. (For further details, see the next page.) 
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Not just public, but also private investments rely heavily on EU funds 

 

Investment dynamics could pick up moderately this year 
 
‘How much pickup can we expect in private investments in 2017 & 2018?’ 
 
Croatia: In Croatia, we see total investment dynamics in the 5-7% y/y 
region in the mid run, which will lead to the strongest contribution to the 
overall growth figure in 10 years (the last 5% y/y increase was recorded in 
2007). Although an acceleration of EU funds will be supportive for some 
public investment projects, we see the biggest push coming from the private 
sector. As key supportive factors, we see improving economic conditions, 
rising sentiment, a lower profit tax burden, some red tape cuts, a stronger 
slowdown of the deleveraging process and a gradual recovery of corporate 
loans. There are already some big ticket privately-financed tourist projects in 
the pipeline whose realization is expected in the coming period. 
 
Czech Republic: In recent years, private investment in the Czech Republic 
has become more and more linked to the ability of the country to tap EU 
funds. Therefore, negative y/y figures in 2016 were to a large extent due to 
a high basis in 2015, when we saw a last-minute effort to exhaust the 
remaining balance in EU funds for the 2007-13 programming period. 
Investment is likely to rebound in 2017 and 2018 to around 2% and almost 
3%, respectively. The main driver of this rebound will again be improved 
tapping of EU funds - those for the new programming period (2014-20). 
Pressures in the same direction will come from strengthening foreign 
demand. This positive pattern will be limited to a certain extent, mitigated by 
household investment, where saturation from previous years and stricter 
regulation will cause household demand for homes to weaken. 
 
Hungary: Investments, including private investments, have been largely 
dependent on the absorption of EU funds. Should the utilization of structural 
funds pick up in 2017 and 2018, both public and private sector investments 
could rebound. However, there is a risk that the process may be slower than 
expected, which could result in enervated investment activity. Since there 
are no publicly known steps from the EconMin to foster competitiveness and 
reduce the administrative burden for companies, we see no underlying 
reason for private investments to significantly strengthen without the 
boosting effect of the EU funds. 
 
Poland: The private sector remains cautious in planning new investments 
this year. According to the latest NBP survey, only one in three companies 
is about to begin new investments - that is the lowest share since the crisis. 
The relatively high level of uncertainty related to the recent political 
development is seen as the main reason for companies holding off 
investment activity. As opposed to last year, when low EU funds were 
behind the drop of investment, this year, higher absorption of EU funds 
should be positive for private investment activity. All in all, we see 
investment growing 4.3% in 2017.  
 
Romania: The share of private sector investments in GDP could remain 
almost constant at 21.5-22% in 2017-18, in line with a gradual increase in 
corporate lending and better absorption of EU funds. Private investments in 
the residential sector are likely to remain elevated in 2017, as mortgage 
lending in LCY is growing fast at present, spurred by a state-subsidized 
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program and still low interest rates. On a less positive note, public 
investments in infrastructure could be weak in 2017, due to limited local 
funding available for new projects, which in turn is likely to restrain the 
growth of private investments in equipment. 
 
Serbia: Serbia was one of the top performers in the Doing Business scale 
and was pronounced one of the top 5 investment destinations by Ernst & 
Young in 2016, due to legislative changes in recent years aimed at 
improvement of the business climate (investment law, bankruptcy law, etc.). 
In addition, investor-friendly bilateral agreements between the Serbian 
government and foreign investors started to attract FDI and, according to 
NBS reports, in 2016 most of the FDI was directed at the manufacturing 
sector. More favorable regulations, a recovery of lending activity and 
stronger economic footprint are also supportive for domestic private 
investments. All that said, we see investment activity expanding around a 
robust 8% y/y in the years ahead. 
 
Slovakia: Investment was a drag on growth last year, as the anticipated 
correction after 2015's rapid EU funds utilization materialized. Public 
investments marked a substantial y/y decrease, which could not be 
compensated for by private sector investment. This year and the next, we 
expect investment growth to pick up somewhat, aided by the good economic 
environment and sentiment, still accommodative monetary policy and better 
EU fund absorption from the new programming period. In the private sector, 
investments in industry such as building of the new Jaguar Land Rover plant 
in western Slovakia should contribute considerably. Nevertheless, the ratio 
of private investment to GDP has fallen since 2006 and, despite the 
anticipated pickup, is unlikely to be substantially above 20% of GDP in the 
near future.  
 
Slovenia: Slovenia's investment profile has been and (in our view) will 
remain mostly shaped by EU fund related projects, realized through public 
or public-private partnership deals. However, we expect private 
manufacturers, mostly exporters, to keep their active role and continue to 
contribute to the overall investment activity, especially as the economic 
outlook in most of the trading partners has become more favorable. Thus, 
we see investments at around +5% y/y in 2017 and 2018, vs. a negative 
result in 2016 (caused by a glitch in EU funds between two EU budget 
cycles). 
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Looking ahead 
Date Time Ctry Release Period Survey Erste Prior Pre Comment

27. Mar 12:00 RS Wages (y/y) Feb 0.2%

28. Mar 9:00 SK PPI (y/y) Feb 0.6% 0.4%
Producer prices could increase marginally faster than in January, 

due to reappearing inflationary pressures and base effects at play

28. Mar 14:00 HU Target Rate Mar 28 0.9% 0.9% 0.9%

We expect 3M depo cap to be slashed by HUF 250bn to HUF 

500bn by end of 2Q17; wording of statement should remain 

dovish

28. Mar 14:30 SK Current Account Balance (monthly) Jan -426.37

29. Mar 9:00 HU Unemployment Rate Feb 4.2% 4.3%
Tightening of labor market may continue, seasonal effects may 

be muted

30. Mar 11:00 HR Retail Sales (y/y) Feb P 2.5% 2.6%
Stabilizing labor market conditions and improving consumer 

sentiment supporting consumption pattern

30. Mar 13:00 CZ Target Rate Mar 30 0.05% 0.05% 0.05%
We expect no movement in CNB interest rates; however, CNB 

will exit from FX cap in 2Q (likely in April), in our view

31. Mar HR Current Account Balance (quarterly) 4Q 3344.7

31. Mar RS Current Account Balance (monthly) Jan -256.3

8:00 RO Unemployment Rate Feb 4.8%

31. Mar 9:00 CZ GDP (q/q) 4Q F 0.25% 0.2% 0.4%
GDP growth is probably negatively affected by significant volume 

of imports absorbed by solid domestic demand

31. Mar 9:00 CZ GDP (y/y) 4Q F 1.77% 1.7% 1.9%
Despite relatively low GDP growth in 4Q16, cyclical position 

remains solid, in our view

31. Mar 9:00 HU PPI (y/y) Feb 2.2%

31. Mar 10:30 SI CPI (y/y) Mar 1.8% 2.2%
March inflation is seen staying positive, though at somewhat 

lower levels vs. February release

31. Mar 10:30 SI CPI (m/m) Mar 1%

10:30 SI Retail Sales (y/y) Feb 15.4%

31. Mar 11:00 HR Industrial Production (y/y) Feb 5.5% 4% Industrial production seen maintaining strong footprint in February

31. Mar 11:00 HR Wages (y/y) Jan 1.7%

31. Mar 12:00 RS Industrial Production (y/y) Feb 8% 2.8%
Industrial production performance mostly shaped by seasonal 

factors

31. Mar 12:00 RS Retail Sales (y/y) Feb 5% 4.1% Retail keeping its solid pace

31. Mar 12:00 RS Trade Balance Feb -299.7

31. Mar 14:00 PL CPI (y/y) Mar P 2.3% 2.4% 2.2%
Inflation rate is likely to rise further, as base effects are still in 

place, pushing number up

31. Mar 14:00 PL CPI (m/m) Mar P 0.2% 0.3%

 

Sources: Bloomberg, Reuters
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Major markets 
 
 The first flash estimate for Eurozone inflation in March will be released 

March 31. In February, Eurozone inflation reached the highest level to 
date with +2.0% y/y. The main driver was energy prices, where base 
effects had a positive impact. In addition, food prices showed strongly 
positive dynamics. By way of contrast, core inflation consolidated at 
+0.9% y/y in January as well as in February. Due to the decreasing 
base effect relating to the oil price, we expect the inflation dynamics of 
the energy component to wane in March. As a result, we expect a 
slightly lower headline inflation at around +1.7% to 1.8% y/y in March. In 
the coming months, we forecast a further marginal decline of inflation 
rates, based on the lighter inflation pressure from energy prices. 

 The British government is expected to formally apply to exit the EU on 
March 29 by triggering Article 50 of the Lisbon treaty. Official 
negotiations can then start. The treaty allows the negotiations to last a 
maximum of two years. Representatives from the EU have already 
hinted that it might take several weeks until the remaining 27 EU 
member states have agreed on a common negotiating line. 

 Based on our assessment, negotiations will focus on future trade 
relations between the UK and EU. Prime Minister May already stated in 
autumn that she is prepared to give up access to the single market in 
order to clamp down on the free movement of people and in order to be 
able to leave the jurisdiction of the European Court. It seems as if the 
UK is aiming for a comprehensive free trade agreement with the EU for 
the period after March 29, 2019. Experts, however, believe that two 
years will not be sufficient to reach such an agreement. It might thus be 
necessary to agree on transitional rules or times. A free trade 
agreement also means that the UK (depending on which sectors or 
industries would be covered) will have to stick to or keep EU law and 
minimum standards in place. 

 
 

Croatia 
 

 In the rather uneventful week behind us, only the February 
unemployment rate attracted interest - the headline figure landed a few 
notches above our expectation, but nevertheless showed a 0.1pp lower 
figure on the monthly level by landing at 15.3%, while also continuing to 
trend down by 2.5pp on an annual basis. With the summer months 
approaching, we see the favorable seasonal pattern kicking in and 
bringing a further decline in the unemployment rate trajectory. 

 Markets showed limited moves throughout the week. After being under 
temporary upside pressures following the latest Eurobond issuance, the 
exchange rate moved back towards the lower part of the 7.40-7.45 
band. Yields maintained a broadly stable pattern across the board, with 
the longer end of the LCY curve remaining unchanged w/w around the 
2.90% mark (HRK 2028 tenor). 

 Following the outlook upgrade to 'stable', S&P expectedly remained on 
hold in March, in our view, waiting for further evidence on sustainability 
of positive trends on economic and fiscal front. We continue to expect 
rating upgrade coming later in 2017, hence seeing more positive outlook 
concerning GDP and fiscal indicators as encouraging and aligning with 
our baseline scenario. Correspondingly we see room for additional 
spread compression down the road. 
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Czech Republic 
 
 Czech President Milos Zeman also played a part in the FX 

interventions. After speaking with the CNB governor, he said that 'it is 
no secret that leaving of the FX commitment is expected in the first half 
of 2017 and it is possible even earlier.' Although Zeman acknowledged 
that 'such a decision should be left to the CNB board', forward rates 
rose. The intervention amount, however, is not different from the 
average from the beginning 2017. We still do not expect the CNB to 
leave the commitment earlier than in April. 

 
 

Hungary 
 Nominal wages rose by 10% y/y in January, both in gross and net 

terms. The rise was thanks to the tight labor market and the substantial 
minimum wage increase. Real wages grew 7.5% y/y in January. 

 The current account surplus amounted to EUR 688mn in 4Q16 and to 
EUR 5.5bn (4.9% of GDP) in 2016. The massive surplus was thanks to 
the trade surplus, while the primary and secondary income lines 
remained negative. 
 

 

Poland 
 

 The unemployment rate dropped to 8.5% in February, in contrast with 
the usual seasonal pattern. Despite continuous tightening on the labor 
market, wage pressures remain relatively low.  

 This translates into limited demand pressure and low core inflation. We 
thus share the view of the majority of the MPC members who support 
stability of rates this year. According to the MPC minutes, this is the 
most likely scenario this year; however, there are a few MPC members 
who would consider discussing a rate hike if the inflation pressure 
increases. 

 The Ministry of Finance has more than 50% of this year's borrowing 
needs financed after Thursday’s auction, at which PLN 5bn of Treasury 
papers was sold. 

 
 

Romania 
 

 Non-government loans in RON (outstanding) increased by 13.9% y/y in 
February against the backdrop of a strong rise in the retail component 
(+24% y/y). Corporate lending in RON gained speed to 4.4% y/y in 
February, the strongest growth rate in the last seven months. FX loans 
were persistently weak (-11.5%), as almost all banks have shifted retail 
lending to the LCY component and the deleveraging process continued. 
We foresee this year’s economic growth at 4.3%. Household 
consumption will be a key economic driver, helped by a loose fiscal 
policy and sustained growth of retail lending.   

 The Romanian government might receive a windfall revenue of EUR 
401mn (0.2% of GDP) this year from a multinational energy company 
present on the local market. This payment is related to the privatization 
process of a local power distributor from 2007 and comes after a 
decision of the International Court of Arbitration in Paris. While this 
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might relieve part of the pressure on this year’s budget deficit, we 
maintain our view that reaching a 3% budget deficit would be extremely 
challenging 

 
 

Serbia 
 

 With no macro releases last week, the focus was on politics, ahead of 
presidential elections on Sunday, April 2. The political situation got 
slightly more interesting, as the latest polls show that SNS presidential 
candidate Vucic has below 50% support, meaning that there could be a 
second round of elections. Although Vucic is a favorite and almost 
certainly a major winner in a second round, these polls are not 'welcome' 
among the ruling party or Vucic himself.  

 On the bond market, we could see the benchmark RSD 2022 bond yield 
steadily moving around 5.55%, unchanged from the week before. 

 On the FX market, the EUR/RSD moved around the 123.95 mark, with no 

NBS interventions on the FX market. 
 
 

Slovakia 
 

 The Slovak debt management agency conducted two auctions of 
government bonds (with a competitive and non-competitive round in 
each). Slovakia sold EUR 103.1mn worth of government bonds due in 
November 2023 at an average yield of 0.54%. Another auction saw EUR 
214.7mn of bonds maturing in January 2027 sold at an average yield of 
1.18%.  The bid-cover ratio was high, reaching 3.75 and 2.8 in the two 
competitive rounds, respectively.  

 Unemployment, as measured by the labor bureaus, fell by 0.25pp (6800 
persons) to 8.39% in February, as employment growth kept lending a 
helping hand. The number of job vacancies increased further; we thus 
expect the favorable development of a falling unemployment rate to 
continue in the coming months. 

 Finance Minister Kažimír did not manage to get the opposition parties’ 
support for the coalition’s proposal of an investment exemption from the 
debt brake legislation. The government would like to have debt-financed 
investments excluded from the current debt-legislation limits, but lacks 
the necessary number of votes needed for a constitutional law change in 
the matter. The opposition opines that money to finance strategic 
investments can be found elsewhere, for example by cost-cutting and 
more effective use of public finances 

 
 

Slovenia 
 

 January industrial production kept its positive tone, though the growth 
somewhat decelerated to 3.3% y/y in January (vs. double-digit expansion 
in December 2016), while the detailed structure revealed that support 
came from practically every sector of production. We see positive trends 
remaining in place in the following months, keeping in mind the steady 
external support and reviving domestic demand outlook. 

 There was another calm week for the bond market behind us, with yields 
showing no changes, as the EUR 2026 stayed put around the 1% mark. 
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Capital market forecasts 

 
Government bond yields

current 2017Q2 2017Q3 2017Q4 2018Q1

Croatia 10Y 2.77 2.70 2.80 2.80 2.90

spread (bps) 232 227 227 213 208

Czech Rep. 10Y 0.89 0.80 0.84 0.83 0.88

spread (bps) 44 37 31 16 6

Hungary 10Y 3.61 3.60 3.67 3.67 3.67

spread (bps) 317 317 314 300 285

Poland 10Y 3.72 3.65 3.82 3.98 4.11

spread (bps) 328 322 329 331 329

Romania10Y 4.05 4.25 4.35 4.50 4.75

spread (bps) 360 382 382 383 393

Slovakia 10Y 1.19 1.20 1.23 1.25 1.40

spread (bps) 75 77 70 58 58

Slovenia 10Y 1.47 1.10 1.20 1.30 1.30

spread (bps) 102 67 67 63 48

Serbia 7Y 5.55 5.80 6.00 6.25 6.25

DE10Y (BBG)* 0.45 0.43 0.53 0.67 0.82

3M Money Market Rate

current 2017Q2 2017Q3 2017Q4 2018Q1

Croatia 0.61 0.45 0.45 0.45 0.50

3M forwards - - - -

Czech Republic 0.28 0.27 0.27 0.26 0.26

3M forwards 0.33 0.37 0.43 0.58

Hungary 0.23 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.05

3M forwards 0.36 0.47 0.61 0.76

Poland 1.73 1.75 1.79 1.83 1.99

3M forwards 1.79 1.84 1.89 1.97

Romania 0.84 1.30 1.50 1.90 2.10

3M forwards 1.02 1.41 1.77 2.39

Serbia 3.53 3.60 3.80 4.00 4.00

3M forwards - - - -

Eurozone -0.33 -0.25 -0.25 -0.25 -0.25   

FX

current 2017Q2 2017Q3 2017Q4 2018Q1

EURHRK 7.41 7.42 7.50 7.55 7.55

forwards 7.41 7.42 7.44 7.46

EURCZK 27.02 26.50 26.40 26.30 26.20

forwards 26.92 26.89 26.87 26.81

EURHUF 308.7 315.0 315.0 315.0 315.0

forwards 309.3 309.9 310.6 311.1

EURPLN 4.28 4.34 4.29 4.27 4.28

forwards 4.31 4.33 4.35 4.38

EURRON 4.56 4.57 4.60 4.62 4.65

forwards 4.58 4.59 4.62 4.64

EURRSD 124.0 124.0 124.5 124.5 124.5

forwards - - - -

EURUSD 1.08 1.08 1.10 1.12 1.12

Key Interest Rate

current 2017Q2 2017Q3 2017Q4 2018Q1

Croatia 0.50 0.30 0.30 0.30 0.30

Czech Republic 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.05

Hungary 0.90 0.90 0.90 0.90 0.90

Poland 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.75

Romania 1.75 1.75 1.75 1.75 1.75

Serbia 4.00 4.00 4.25 4.50 4.50

Eurozone 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00    
 

Macro forecasts  
 

Real GDP growth (%) 2015 2016f 2017f 2018f
Croatia 1.6 2.9 3.2 2.9
Czech Republic 4.6 2.3 2.7 2.9
Hungary 3.1 2.0 3.4 2.8
Poland 3.6 2.8 3.3 3.4
Romania 3.9 4.8 4.3 2.8
Serbia 0.8 2.8 3.1 3.4
Slovakia 3.8 3.3 3.1 3.7
Slovenia 2.3 2.5 3.1 3.0
CEE8 average 3.5 3.0 3.3 3.1

Average inflation (%) 2015 2016f 2017f 2018f
Croatia -0.5 -1.1 1.5 1.9
Czech Republic 0.3 0.7 2.7 1.9
Hungary -0.1 0.4 2.5 3.4
Poland -0.9 -0.6 1.8 1.9
Romania -0.6 -1.5 1.4 2.7
Serbia 1.4 1.1 2.4 3.1
Slovakia -0.3 -0.5 1.0 2.0
Slovenia -0.5 -0.1 1.6 2.0
CEE8 average -0.4 -0.4 1.9 2.2

Unemployment (%) 2015 2016f 2017f 2018f
Croatia 16.3 12.8 10.6 9.4
Czech Republic 5.1 4.1 3.6 3.6
Hungary 6.8 5.1 4.3 4.1
Poland 10.6 8.9 7.9 7.7
Romania 6.8 6.0 5.9 5.8
Serbia 17.7 16.0 15.3 14.1
Slovakia 11.5 9.7 8.7 7.8
Slovenia 9.0 7.9 7.4 6.9
CEE8 average 9.3 7.7 6.9 6.6  

 

Public debt (% of GDP) 2015 2016f 2017f 2018f
Croatia 86.7 84.0 81.6 79.2
Czech Republic 40.3 37.2 35.7 35.9
Hungary 74.7 74.3 74.0 72.5
Poland 51.5 52.6 53.1 52.9
Romania 37.9 37.1 39.2 40.8
Serbia 74.7 70.7 69.4 68.9
Slovakia 52.7 52.3 52.1 51.2
Slovenia 83.4 79.2 77.9 75.9
CEE8 average 53.7 52.9 52.8 52.6

C/A (%GDP) 2015 2016f 2017f 2018f
Croatia 5.1 2.9 2.4 1.5
Czech Republic 0.9 2.1 1.2 1.4
Hungary 3.4 4.4 4.2 3.9
Poland -0.2 -0.3 -0.6 -0.9
Romania -1.2 -2.4 -3.3 -3.8
Serbia -4.8 -4.2 -4.6 -4.8
Slovakia -1.3 1.0 1.9 3.2
Slovenia 5.2 6.8 6.4 5.8
CEE8 average 0.4 0.6 0.2 0.1

Budget Balance (%GDP) 2015 2016f 2017f 2018f
Croatia -3.2 -1.4 -1.6 -1.6
Czech Republic -0.4 0.5 -0.6 -0.6
Hungary -2.0 -2.2 -2.7 -2.5
Poland -2.5 -2.5 -3.0 -2.9
Romania -0.8 -2.8 -3.5 -3.6
Serbia -3.8 -1.4 -1.2 -1.0
Slovakia -2.7 -2.2 -1.5 -1.2
Slovenia -2.9 -2.0 -1.7 -1.5
CEE8 average -2.0 -1.9 -2.4 -2.3  

 
Note:*Information on past performance is not a reliable indicator for future performance. Forecasts are not a reliable indicator for future performance. 
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Note:*Information on past performance is not a reliable indicator for future performance. Forecasts are not a reliable indicator for future performance. 
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